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A mound standing on a bluff, 60 feet above the
Wady-el-Hesy torrent, 16 miles east of Gaza, has
been thoroughly explored by Mr. F. J. Bliss of the
Palestine Exploration Fund, and found by him to con-
tain the accumulated remains of as many as eleven
cities, which here succeeded each other from about 2000
to 400 or 300 B.C. The oldest settlements were cer-
tainly pre-Israelitish, perhaps Amoritic, and one of the
ruined cities is identified by Mr. Bliss with the Lachish
captured by Joshua (x. 32). Here was found a burnt
clay tablet bearing the name of Ziinrida, probably the
Zimridi, Egyptian Governor of Lachish during the
eighteenth dynasty, one of whose despatches occurs
amongst the documents discovered by Sayce at Tell-el-
Amarna in Upper Egypt. Hence this city dates prob-
ably from about 1450 B.C.1 Gaza itself was also at that
time a flourishing city of the Philistines, which long held
out against the Israelites, and which even still remains a
place of some importance on the historic trade route
between Palestine and Egypt. But the site has shifted,
so to say, with the shifting sands of the desert, on the
verge of which it stands; and along its eastward track
are found the remains of ancient structures, statues,
potsherds, and other objects buried beneath the advancing
dunes. About the identity of Gaza (Ghazzeh) there is
no doubt, for its record is complete for a period of some
4000 years in Egyptian, Biblical, Greek, Eoman, Arabic,
mediaeval, and recent documents.

Beyond the Jordan there appear to be no inhabited
places deserving the name of town. This region, before
the survey by the Palestine Exploration Fund, was very
little known, and rendered almost inaccessible by the
lawless character of its Bedouin inhabitants. When
M'Coan visited the Dead Sea in the seventies he was

1 F. J. Bliss, A Mound of Many Cities, 1894.
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